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Optimism is essential to achievement and it is also  
the foundation of courage and true progress.  

– Nicholas M. Butler

It is my pleasure to welcome students, staff, parents and community members to the  
2016-2017 school year.

Everyone connected to Hauppauge Public Schools worked conscientiously and persistently 
throughout the summer to be sure our buildings, classrooms, performance areas, equipment 
and playing fields were ready and in place for students’ arrival.

I am excited and optimistic thinking about the many achievements that lie ahead. We have  
a strong foundation in place, including excellent facilities, resources, parental and community 
support, knowledgeable administrators and dedicated teachers and support staff. It has  
been my pleasure to observe many students in their classrooms, rehearsals, practices and  
competitions. Our students are not only hard working, they are exceptional human beings. 
This all bodes well for the future of Hauppauge Public Schools and our students’ future.

My first opportunity to address our faculty and staff was on September 6, 2016. It was my 
privilege to share with them the focus of our work this year, which will be cultivating a growth 
mindset among our students, faculty, staff and families. According to Stanford Psychologist 
Carol Dweck, “In a growth mindset, people believe that their most basic abilities can be  
developed through dedication and hard work — brains and talent are just the starting point. This view creates a love of learning and a  
resilience that is essential for great accomplishment.”

As we begin the new school year, I offer my sincere thanks to the Hauppauge community for welcoming me back, and for the support you 
provide to our District. I look forward to partnering with you as we foster a love of learning and a resilience within our students that will  
lead to great accomplishments.

Sincerely,
Dennis P. O’Hara, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

Superintendent’s Message

 Here’s to a Great Year!



Hauppauge Students Recognized in National Merit  
Scholarship Competition
Hauppauge School District is pleased to announce that High School 
Senior Rebecca Proscia was named a Semifinalist in the 62nd Annual 
National Merit Scholarship Competition. Kevin Michels, Angela Musco 
and Lena Reisfield also were recognized as Commended Students in the 
2016 National Merit Scholarship Program.

Rebecca now will have an opportunity to continue in the competition 
to qualify for about 7,500 National Merit Scholarships worth more than 
$33 million that will be offered in spring 2017. To advance to the finals, 
Rebecca and the High School must submit a detailed scholarship appli-
cation in which they provide information about her academic record, 
participation in school and community activities, demonstrated 
leadership abilities, employment, honors and awards received. 
She additionally must earn SAT scores that confirm her earlier 
performance on the qualifying exam. National Merit Scholarship 
Finalists will be announced in February 2017.

Approximately 1.6 million high school students from about 22,000 
high schools nationwide took the 2015 Preliminary SAT/National 
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT), which served 
as an initial screen of program entrants. Those students who scored 
the highest on the test advanced to the semifinals. This comes out 
to less than one percent of those who entered the contest.

“The entire Hauppauge School District community is honored to congratulate Rebecca on being named a National Merit  
Scholarship Competition Semifinalist as well as Kevin, Angela and Lena on achieving Commended Students recognition in  
this challenging national competition,” stated Principal Christine O’Connor.

Varsity Football Team and Fans Rock the Socks to Raise Funds  
for Rare Disease

The Varsity Football Team’s season opener 
helped bring awareness and raise funds for  
Rock the Socks, a charity that was formed in  
February 2016 by Hauppauge resident and  
former student-athlete Nick Cadmus. His 
daughter Makenzie was born with Epidermolysis 
Bullosa (EB) – a rare, incurable disease where 
skin can blister, erode or slough off from  
relatively minor injuries or any type of friction.

“Rock the Socks was born in the second or  
third week of Makenzie’s life when we  
rebandage her three to four times daily.  
Makenzie initially “threw” her bandages  
frequently, causing a vicious cycle of pain  

management drugs, feeding and bandaging,” described Mr. Cadmus. One of her fantastic nurses from the Morgan Stanley Children’s  
Hospital, suggested using socks as a retention bandage to help keep her bandages in place. The socks also provided a soft outer layer in  
case Makenzie hit herself.” The socks eventually captured the eyes of many and prompted the family to say: “rock those socks, girl” –  
the seed that grew into the popular Rock the Socks campaign.

The Hauppauge Varsity Football Team and their fans were proud to display the new Royal Blue Rock the Socks they purchased in honor  
of Makenzie Cadmus and hope that one day a cure will be found for this disease.



WELCOME BACK TO STUDENTS AND STAFF

District’s New Teachers Ready to Make a Difference
Hauppauge’s new faculty members received a warm welcome 
from District administrators at a New Teacher Orientation 
program that was held in August. The Orientation featured 
instruction in District-wide programs, procedures, goals/ 
ideology, resources, technology and much more.

Please join us in welcoming the following new members of 
the Hauppauge School District community:

Brittany Bach – Middle School English Language Arts (ELA)
Kathleen Bartlett – High School Guidance
Mandy Boyce – Bretton Woods English as a New Language 
(ENL)
James Boyle – Middle School Mathematics
Lauren Brady – High School Reading 
Leslie Staller-Brophy – Middle and High School Family and Consumer Science
Amanda Leaderman – Bretton Woods 1st Grade 
Christina Murphy – Middle School Special Education
Sarah Rhindress – Middle and High School Social Studies, High School Special Education  
Kimberly Wind – Bretton Woods 3rd Grade

The School District community looks forward to working with these educators and wishes them every success throughout the 2016-2017 
academic year as they strive to make a difference in the lives of Hauppauge’s students.

Hauppauge School District’s doors opened to a sea of smiles, happy faces and backpacks as the 2016-2017 academic year officially kicked off  
on September 7, 2016. The day also was particularly special as the District’s new Superintendent of Schools Dr. Dennis O’Hara extended a 
personal welcome to students and staff for the first time at each of the District’s schools. 



WELCOME BACK TO STUDENTS AND STAFF

Message from David Barshay

The beginning of the school year is an exciting time, not only for our students and parents, but also for our District administrators, teachers 
and staff. On behalf of the Board of Education I thank our School District community for your continued support and partnership.

Without question, there are myriad reasons to be proud of Hauppauge School District. Our bright and ambitious students continue to 
excel in the classroom, on the athletic fields, in the performing arts and through extracurricular and fundraising activities. Our resourceful 
administrators, teachers and staff members care deeply about the success of our students who also benefit from the strong support of their 
parents, volunteers and other community partners.

As the 2016-2017 academic year continues to unfold, I encourage you to express your opinions, ask questions and observe the Board in 
action by attending our BOE meetings as well as following us on the District website: www.hauppauge.k12.ny.us; Facebook: Hauppauge 
Public School District (official); Twitter: @HPS_Eagles and Instagram: HauppaugeSchools

As always, the Board greatly values your commitment and insight as we jointly strive to provide our students with a meaningful educational 
experience that prepares them for college and careers as well as how to be compassionate and responsible global citizens.

Respectfully, 
David M. Barshay, Esquire 
President, Hauppauge School District Board of Education 

Class of 1990 Alum Swims Across English Channel

Seven-year-old Hauppauge native Richard Wilde dared to dream of one day swimming across 
the English Channel (EC) – “the ultimate challenge for open water swimmers.” The now 
43-year-old New York City firefighter made that dream come true when he completed a solo 
swim across the English Channel on September 12, 2016, in 12 hours and 22 minutes.

Accompanied by Viking Princess Captain Reg Brickell, Ray Brickell and a crew member, Mr. 
Wilde began his swimming odyssey in Dover, England as the dawn broke at 6:40 a.m. “The EC 
is the most difficult open water swim because it is cold, long, rough, windy and the tides are 
strong. There is never going to be a perfect day where you will encounter easy conditions,” he 
described. “I battled strong winds and rough conditions for the first few hours. Then it got cold 
– the water temperature never went above 63 degrees – and wet suits are not allowed. I knew I 
needed to swim faster to beat the tides and to make it to France before the sun went down and 
it would get even colder.” Despite these challenges, the cold, tired – but victorious – Mr. Wilde 
achieved his dream of swimming the English Channel when he stepped onto the shoreline of 
Wissant, France at 7:12 p.m.

Mr. Wilde’s love of the water began as a member of the Hauppauge Sea Eagles. The Hauppauge 
High School Class of 1990 alumnus swam on the School Swim Team – where he was Team captain during his senior year – and then attended 
Queens College (Class of 1994 alumnus) on a swim team scholarship. “I swam under Coach Mike Meyer for my entire time on the Hauppauge 
Club and School Teams. He taught me how to be a competitive swimmer and how to conduct myself as an athlete and about sportsmanship,” 
stated Mr. Wilde, who was in close touch with Coaches Mike Meyer and Dan McBride leading up to the English Channel swim as well as right 
after it.

Currently a Brooklyn resident, Mr. Wilde retains strong ties to the Hauppauge community in which he grew up. My parents still live in  
Hauppauge, and while he was in England preparing for the EC swim, Mr. Wilde received numerous emails and texts from his Hauppauge 
friends who encouraged him to stay strong and to dare to accomplish his dream.



Broadway Professionals Join High Schools for 4th Annual 
Stage the Change Conference

Tony award winning Composer Jeanine Tesori will be the keynote speaker for Hauppauge School 
District’s 4th Annual Stage the Change, Theatre as a Social Voice Conference, which will be held on Friday, 
November 4, 2016, 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., at the Tilles Center for the Performing Arts, LIU Post.  
Ms. Tesori is the Broadway composer of Shrek, Fun Home, Thoroughly Modern Millie and Violet. She 
will be joined by Broadway professionals Nilaja Sun, Howard Sherman, Battery Dance Company, 
Dance Theatre of Harlem, New York Theatre Workshop and many others for a daylong conference 
that inspires Long Island students to become artistic global citizens who strive to create the world in 
which they would like to live.

Stage the Change was founded in 2012 through the Hauppauge High School Drama Program after  
a staggering response to their original production of “The Anti-Bully Project.” A series of student- 
written vignettes, the production was created to address topics of importance to high school students, 
including: bullying, peer pressure, healthy relationships and other issues.

Touring performances of the “The Anti-Bully Project” propelled the Hauppauge Drama Department to gain recognition  
throughout New York State from countless theatre, education and social activist organizations. Founding Director Ruthie Pincus  
was thrilled to discover that her students were eager to write and share their own perspectives through their creation of thoughtful 
and conversation-provoking theatre. Ms. Pincus recognized the potential to expand beyond the high school setting and to explore 
more and more challenging topics of great importance to students, including: racism, LGBT acceptance and human rights issues,  
to name a few. The next step was clear: Create an open forum to empower students to use their “theatre voices” to inspire social 
change by inviting professional artists whose techniques, art forms and performances have been a catalyst for change.

What evolved was the annual Stage the Change conference, which featured panel discussions, interactive workshops, keynote speakers 
and student performances that would encourage and enable students to produce theatre. In 2015, Stage the Change expanded its  
focus to include dance as a vehicle to inspire social change. As the organization continues to grow, the conference serves to launch 
new works created by students, which they can showcase in their own communities to inspire change.

To register for Stage the Change, Theatre as a Social Voice, visit www.stagethechange.org or contact Ruthie Pincus at  
rpincus@stagethechange.org or call 516-375-3532. Tickets are $25 for adults and $5 for students.

Newsweek Ranks Hauppauge High School Among Best in Nation

Hauppauge School District is pleased to announce that Newsweek magazine ranked Hauppauge High School among the top public high schools 
in the nation. “America’s Top High Schools – 2016” list included a total of 59 schools from New York State – 12 of which made it into the top 
100 in the rankings.

The rankings show how well high schools prepare students for college. Newsweek reviewed six measurements – holding power, ratio of counselor/
full-time equivalent to student enrollment, weighted SAT/ACT, weighted AP/IB/dual enrollment composite, graduation rate and college  
enrollment rate – and weighted them to achieve a “college readiness index.” In all, 6,477 of the nation’s 15,819 public high schools met the  
criteria to be considered for the Newsweek list. The publication then used school performance data from the National Center for Education  
Statistics to narrow the list of schools. Of those 6,477 schools, 4,760 were considered for the overall rankings.

“It is always exciting when our District or one of our schools gets recognition, especially when it is on a national level. This is a testament to  
the efforts of our faculty, students, Board of Education and community,” stated Hauppauge Superintendent of Schools Dr. Dennis O’Hara. 
“Knowing the support we have from our Board of Education – combined with the leadership of our principals and department directors as  
well as our students’ potential – I will not be surprised as we continue to improve in these rankings and those similar, in addition to all areas  
that are important to our students’ well-being and achievement.”



DATES TO REMEMBER

October 18 Board of Education Business Meeting
October 20 Tri-M Music Honor Society Induction & Recital
October 21-22 High School Drama Production – The Laramie Project
October 29 High School Safe Halloween
October 31 Bretton Woods, Forest Brook & Pines Halloween Parades
November 4 Stage the Change at Tilles Center, LIU Post,  
  Middle School Talent Show
November 8 Conference Day, School Closed for Students, Middle School
  Blood Drive, Board of Education Community Meeting
November 10 Early Dismissal Drill, All Schools Dismiss 15 Minutes Early
November 11 Veterans Day, Schools Closed
November 19 Power of One Family Fun Run
November 24-25 Thanksgiving Recess, Schools Closed
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Special Notice to  
Hauppauge Residents
In order to quickly and efficiently communicate 
with community members regarding registered 
sex offenders who have recently moved within the 
Hauppauge School District boundaries, the District 
now will send notifications to the community using 
email blast and the District website. Community 
members will be directed to the Parents for Megan’s 
Law website and the New York State Division  
of Criminal Justice Services website for specific 
information regarding the registered offenders. 
Therefore, be sure to subscribe to the District  
email blast located on the home page of the  
website and also to register for automatic  
updates at www.parentsformeganslaw.org and 
http://criminaljustice.ny.gov

 Here’s to a Great Year!

Key Capital Improvements
Hauppauge Schools completed a number of capital improvement 
projects during summer 2016 to enhance safety, save money and 
expand programs.

Hauppauge High School
 Installation of synthetic turf at Druckenmiller Field.
 Removal and replacement of vinyl asbestos tiles in classrooms.
 Construction of a new state-of-the-art art technology classroom.
 Repair, painting and resurfacing of the main gym floor.

Whiporwil
 Replacement of inefficient, 53-year-old windows.
 Installation of a new boiler.
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